Approved For Release 2007/06/28 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000100100002-1

% .
AR{TCLE APEEAREY
ON PAGE g 7/

WASHINGTON STAR({GREEN LIN:

29 JULY 1977

ByVernon A. Guldry Jr. o
WasblngmnSmSlaHan Sl

CIA Dlrector Stansfield . Tumer
hinks it *reasonable to assume” the
:ovxe! Union will likely. make a
‘major effort’’ to graba new, sophis-
icated U. S radar plane if it 1s sold to
ran, Ui, . ;

Also, sources say, Tumer has sald
he threat that. Soviet .espionage .

oses to the plane’s security in Iran |

1ay be no greater than that which -
an be expected when xt is deployed
nNATO L L e ) :

T urner s general concern for the
sverseas security of the plane, called
AWACS for. Airbone: Warning and
Control . System; has :long been
known. But extensive; detailed infor-
mation - about. - ~Turner’s :- position,
which is stxll classmed secret is now |
emerging. ey :

Also just commg tmhght are the‘
classified . rebuttals. from other seg-
ments of the administration which do
not share-Turner’s assessment of the .

risks-to the security of-the-system if | |
it is sold to Iran as the Carter admm--

nstratxon wxshes. .
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Memoranda and .letters outhnmg
both sides of the-debate have been’
widely - circulated on - Capitol "Hill. -

Sources there say both sides of the -}
security debate that has been.con- -

ducted behind closed doors can now
be seen more clearly. ”

IT 1S . THAT DEBATE which
generated much of the opposition to
the sale in Congress, forcing Presn-
’dent Carter yesterday to retract his -
proposal for a seven-plane, $1.2 bil-
lion deal with Iran until September
when Congress will consxder it more..
fully., , : . ,
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" .Turner’s nral testlmony on the sub-
-ject of AWACS security is said by
*some who've heard it to soften his
position somewhat. The intelligence
chief, however, has said under con-
gressional questionjng that he stands
by hxs wrxtten comments on the
issue, ;- . . . :
.. -The “main - documents expressmg
“Turner’s positions are his July 7 let-
ter.to the General Accounting Office-
and his answers to a number of
. security-related questions. whxch are
.attached to that letter. :
The letter highlights his chxef con-

cerns. Among other thmgs, ‘he says
‘the plane< with all-Iranian crews;
*‘poses a target for induced defection’

that: goes beyond any opportunity or{

temptation we have prevnously ex-’
posed to the Soviet Union.” .
2 "He goes on. to say that “the ad~
_vanced AWACS. technology, and the
"_Soviet lack of anything jzomparable.
makes it reasonable tq’ assume that
~the.U.5.8.R. is likely to be willing to
invest a major effort and whatever
: money. may be rieeded in an attempt
: to obtaima wheels-down landing of an.
AWACS thhm Soviet ternlory. e
the. lxkehhooé oIf
‘;»such an Iranian defection is sub;ect
to many uncertainties, but the possi
_bility of such occurring should not be;
dismissed out of hand. It is one of the
factors that needs to be weighed  in
any consideration of the pros-and
cons. surrounding the proposed
AWACS sale,” Turner wrote. .-’;—’ir’

Turner maintains that the ‘United:
States does not have adequate mfor
mation with which to predict the ad

: > quacy of Iranian security, - u:.%3
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-~~While-the- CIA director finds good ;
‘points in Iranian security, he said the;
X negative side includes the very struc-’
- ture that the Shah of Iran imposes{ bn
* his security apparatus. .
' “The Shah is a proponent of the
dxvxde—and-rule principle. There is lit-,
““tle "couperation among the
... intelligence and .security services,-
and jurisdictional rivalries are a way
“of life,” accordmotoTumer. SRR
“Although it is the impression of
U S. observers that Iranian security .
is tight, it would appear prudent. to |
~: recognize that the risk of Soviet pene-|
tration exists along with a conse-
:- quent risk of compromise for infor-:
_mation and _equipment provxded o
accordmgto’fumer __::; ¥ ~s4

“AS FOR NATO whxch is a!so a-
potentxal customer, Turner said “‘the
. risk to the AWACS arising. from.
i .espionage:is probably no greater in
_ Iranthan it would be in Europe.”
"+ - Other administration officials are
_not . so- pessimistic. Sources say
: Deputy’ Defense- Secretary Charles.
="W.; Duncan Jr: yesterday gave the
_ House_International: Relations Com-
“mittee" a- document- that: answered
;-many of Turner’s concerns. -
- 'As far as Iranian:security is con-
rA cemed -the- Duncan .- document
pointed ‘out that the contract govern-
“"ing the sale-will provide for security
- requirements and will mandate a se-
“curity review involving the CIA one
- year before the scheduled delivery of
‘thefist AWACSin198l. 1 -

-Moreover, U.S. counterintelligence
units will operate at the bases at
A;y{hic_h_theAWACS is based. ..
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